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Story by Angel Santiago, Cole Sclafani - Jonathan Law High School 


MILFORD - While most people associate professional wrestling with performing in front of tens 
of thousands of people in the XL Center, a group of high school students in Milford are trying to 
make their mark in the wrestling world. 


The Backyard Wrestling Organization, or the BWO, was started by a few high school students in 
Milford a year and a half ago who wanted to show their love for professional wrestling. 


One of the owners of the BWO, Angel Santiago, or better known by his ring name The Puerto 
Rican Prince, is one of the producers of the BWO and he says he is doing this to get his foot in 
the door or the wrestling business. 


“Wrestling is what | want to do with my life,” Santiago said. “When | wake up in the morning, I’m 
watching wrestling videos, when | go to school I’m thinking about wrestling, when | go home 
I’m writing storylines and editing videos from the BWO. Wrestling is what | want to do with my 
life and the BWO is my outlet.” 


The BWO is not just for wrestlers. The BWO also has commentators, an announcer, 
cameramen, and referees. 


The BWO has grown from getting a handful of views on YouTube to being invited onto 
international podcasts. 


The BWO champion, is astounded by the success of the BWO. 


“It really is incredible how far we’ve come in terms of this company,” Golden said. “Everyone as 
a kid used to play wrestle with their siblings or friends just having fun, but now we are actually 
able to incorporate that into some sort of online business and actually have success with it over 
social media.” 


One day these wrestlers will be the stars of the wrestling world. But stars have to start 


somewhere. 
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NEW HAVEN, Conn. — The federal eviction moratorium ends Saturday, July 31st, leaving 
thousands of people in Connecticut at risk of losing their homes. 


"| don't know where I'm going to go with my kids," said a New Haven mother of four who does 
not want to be identified. 


Impacted by COVID-19, she and her husband were out of work for months. He's been able to 
return to work, but only part-time, and it hasn't been enough to pay the bills. 


"We're behind on rent. We've tried to pay the rent how we can, through borrowing money, but | 
have letters that the landlord is trying to kick me out of the apartment," she said. 


Connecticut has launched a program to try to help those struggling. UniteCT provides up to 
$15,000 in rental assistance and $1,500 in electricity payment assistance. However, advocates 
said it hasn't been the easiest system to try and navigate. 


"We like the program and we're helping our people apply for the program, but it's kind of 
difficult. There's a lot of paperwork, they need to present it, and there is a lot of family who they 
don't even have documents," said John Lugo, of Unidad Latina en Acción. 


The program also requires landlords and tenants to both file an application, creating a difficult 
situation if one side refuses. 


For many landlords, the past 16 months have also been difficult. 


"We've got bills to pay too. Every single little mom and pop landlord, they're small 
businesspeople, salt of the earth, they don't 


deserve to pay all these bills without getting compensation," said John Souza, president of the 
CT Coalition of Property Owners. 


He said, some landlords have faced issues with people who didn't need assistance but still 
refused to pay rent. To them, the end of the moratorium is about fairness. 


"This doesn't just mean there's going to be a rush of evictions it just means that the court 
system can operate the way that it's supposed to operate. Nobody is automatically thrown on 
the street, everybody gets to go to court to have their day in court," said Souza. 


Governor Lamont also signed an executive order giving tenants 30 days instead of 3 to file an 
appeal of an eviction. 
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